SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
To the Editor,
Friday 17 September is a National Day of Action for arts and culture.  On this day art workers in constituencies around the country, including (insert your own constituency here) will meet their local TDs. We will discuss with our representatives the fundamental importance of the arts to Ireland’s economic and social recovery and the urgent need to ensure no further devastating cuts are applied to arts funding. 

The vital significance of the arts to Ireland is something we should no longer have to argue. The facts are out there. Reports conducted by the Arts Council, Fáilte Ireland and other organisations last year have established that culture and the creative industries generate 170,000 jobs and that cultural tourism is worth €5.1 billion to our economy.  In (insert name of town) alone we have (insert number) of people working full time in the arts and a vast number of other artists who rely on specific grant aid to eke out even the most modest living while contributing to the vibrancy and reputation of our communities and country.  Imagine what our town/city would be like without (insert names of local festivals, arts organisations, cinema, youth and community art-based groups, etc).  These events and activities are a vital part of our local life and values as a community.   
By cutting off the economic blood supply to the arts we clog the arteries of many other areas of Irish society too, for arts has a strong foothold in other vital areas such as education, health practice and community and social development.  
We/I am challenging people to come out in support of the National Day of Action.  To show your support or be involved please visit the website of the National Campaign for the Arts – www.ncfa.ie  - or join your local arts workers constituency group (insert contact details here).
Yours sincerely,

…….
