
Extract from the Programme for Government 2011 
(pages 56 &57) 
 
Arts, Culture and Sport 
 
 
We will make strategic policy formulation the primary function of the Department, with line 
agencies and bodies responsible for policy implementation. 
 

We will encourage the Arts Council to continue to dedicate resources to touring in order to 
protect the State’s investment in regional Arts infrastructure around the country and to bring 
cultural tourism opportunities to towns and villages across the country. 
 
We will work with stakeholders in the Arts community to develop new proposals aimed at 
building private support of the Arts in Ireland exploring philanthropic, sponsorship or endowment 
fund opportunities. 
 
We will make the Culture Night Initiative a twice yearly event, and introduce a National Lottery 
Funding Anniversary Day, whereby all facilities which have received funding from the National 
Lottery will open their doors to the public free of charge. We will also review the opening times 
of our national cultural institutions. 
 
We will develop a cultural plan for future commemorative events such as the Centenary of the 
Easter Rising in 2016. 
 
We will promote genealogical tourism by updating the National Cultural Institutions Act in 
relation to the Genealogical office to put it on a proper statutory footing, modernise its 
operations and to enable publication of the 1926 census to stimulate genealogy tourism. 
 
We will also explore philanthropic opportunities for the development of a national archives and 
genealogy quarter, providing easy access to archives and tapping into an area of cultural 
tourism which is of huge interest to the vast Irish Diaspora. 
 
We will encourage greater co-operation between local authorities to provide assistance where 
possible for local authorities currently lacking a local authority Arts officer due to recruitment 
restrictions and to co-operate in developing cultural tourism opportunities. 
 
We will seek to capture some public good from NAMA by identifying buildings that have no 
commercial potential, and which might be suitable as local facilities for art and culture. 
 
Responsibility for policy-making will revert to the Department, while agencies will be 
accountable for implementing policy, assessing outcomes and value for money. 
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